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Press Information 
 

 

Axor bathroom mixers in the Paris Design Hotel Les Bains 

 

Sleep where the nights never ended 
 

Schiltach, March 2016. In Paris of the 80s if you wanted to party as if 

there were no tomorrow, you headed for Les Bains Douches. The club 

was famous for its hedonistic parties. Now the legend is back in a new 

guise – as one of the world’s most exciting design hotels. The owner of 

the new Les Bains may have dropped the ‘Douches’ as part of the 

venue’s name, but Axor showers and bathroom furnishings are an 

exquisite feature of the new hotel. 

 

International celebrity hot spot 
The likes of Iggy Pop, David Bowie, Andy Warhol, Robert de Niro and 

Catherine Deneuve partied hard and danced the night away at the former 

bathhouse located at 7 Rue du Bourg-l`Abbé. But it wasn’t just celebrities 

– what made the club so unique was the eclectic crowd it attracted: artfully 

made up drag queens mingled with the jeunesse dorée, famous models 

rubbed elbows with kids from the banlieue. The doormen weren’t 

interested in people’s social class or where they came from, what got you 

in was your look. The interior design of the place also made it stand apart 

from other more conventional clubs. Instead of elaborate light shows, the 

owners took advantage of the aura of the historical building with its 

stained glass windows, caryatides at the entrance and stalactite pillars on 

the ground floor. Floors and walls were covered with black, blue and white 

tiles. If it got too hot on the dance floor, you could just take your glass of 

champagne and jump into the pool. The temple of debauchery definitely 

had its very own style of liberty, equality and fraternity. 
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A vibrant past 
In the late 1970s, the scientist Maurice Marois bought the empty building 

that had been a bathhouse from 1885 to 1969. A young antiques dealer 

saw its potential and convinced him to turn it into a nightclub. Designer 

Philippe Starck, who was just starting out his career at the time, was 

commissioned to do the interior design; it was to be his first big 

architectural project. In 1978, Les Bains Douches opened its doors to 

3,000 guests – it was the birth of an era that didn’t end until the club 

closed in 2010. Following five years of renovation work, film producer 

Jean-Pierre Marois, who inherited the building, has brought the venue 

back to life.  

 
The return of a legend 
Now, since its reopening, everything is possible in a place where sleep 

was once unthinkable: dining, partying, bathing and sleeping. Winner of 

several Michelin stars, consulting chef Philippe Labbé develops culinary 

delights for the restaurant while the adjacent bar offers sophisticated 

cocktails. Danish design furniture is grouped under a dark red lacquered 

ceiling dome. Echoing the building’s history, investor Jean-Pierre Marois 

created a kind of miniature club in the basement, where he plans to host 

concerts and parties – and in tribute to earlier days, even a pool has been 

installed again.  

 

Chic not ostentatious – this was the motto guiding interior designer Tristan 

Auer, who furnished the 39 guest rooms in the upper storeys and Denis 

Montel, who designed the restaurant. Auer’s composition of black room 

doors, concrete-coloured wall elements, ash grey carpeting, understated 

glass tables and ebony shelving combines modern design with the classic 

elements of the original building. Showpieces like the rust-coloured velvet 

sofas are reminiscent of Andy Warhol’s New York Factory. All these 

different touches coalesced into a work of art recently crowned with the 

European Hotel Design Award.  
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Liberté et individualisme with Axor Bouroullec  
The interior designers selected a line of high-end Axor brand fittings for 

the bathrooms. Washbasins, washbasin mixers and shower pipes are all 

from the Axor Bouroullec collection, which befits the history of Les Bains 

like no other line. The design by the French brothers Ronan and Erwan 

Bouroullec is based on the idea of flexibility and individuality. The shelves 

flow seamlessly into one another, sometimes even on various levels, and 

offer ample space for toiletries. Delicate organic shapes give the mixers 

an understated design language that blends well with the overall interior 

design. 

 
From Belle Époque to industrial style   
The mixers of the Axor Montreux collection are in keeping with the 

aesthetics of the Haussmann era when the bathhouse was built. Their 

elegant sweep complements the freestanding bathtubs in the Belle 

Époque style. Hotel guests who enjoy showering outside can do so on 

room terraces equipped with the Axor Showerpipe by Front. The interior 

designers chose a special surface finish – a brushed reddish-gold – from 

the Axor Manufaktur for the shower set, which consists of a thermostat, 

hand shower and adjustable overhead shower. Its design is reminiscent of 

copper pipes, funnels and valves and radiates industrial charm while 

providing a most pleasant shower experience. 
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Axor successfully realises “Designer Visions for Your Bathroom". In 
cooperation with Axor, leading architects, interior and product designers 
develop their vision for the bathroom as a living space. The Axor 
Collections offer a great number of unique and sustainable solutions to 
create personalised bathrooms of the highest aesthetic and technological 
levels. To date, Axor design partners include Barber & Osgerby, Ronan 
and Erwan Bouroullec, Antonio Citterio, Front, Jean-Marie Massaud, 
Nendo, Phoenix Design, Philippe Starck, and Patricia Urquiola. They all 
contribute towards making life in and around the bathroom a little more 
meaningful and beautiful.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Design Leader in the Sanitation Industry 
In the current ranking of the International 
Forum Design (iF), Hansgrohe SE ranks in 
10th position among 2,000 listed 
companies. With 860 points, the Schiltach-
based bathroom mixers and shower 
specialist outperforms brands such as 
Apple, Daimler and Nike and leads the 
design hit list in the sanitation industry. 
www.hansgrohe.com/design 

 

Further information: Hansgrohe SE 
  - Public Relations - 
  Astrid Bachmann 
  Phone: +49 7836 51 - 1297 
  Fax: +49 7836 51 - 1170 
  E-Mail: public.relations@hansgrohe.com 
  www.hansgrohe.com 
  www.axor-design.com 

  

Find out more about  Axor on: 
www.facebook.com/axor.design 
www.twitter.com/hansgrohe_pr 

 

http://www.axor-design.com/
http://www.facebook.com/axor.design
http://www.twitter.com/hansgrohe_pr
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Picture Overview 
Les Bains 
 
 
 
 

  

Facade_Entrance_Les Bains  
Copyright: Paul Raeside 

 Bar_Les Bains  
Copyright: Guillaume Grasset 

Historical façade with a vibrant past – the Les 
Bains hotel in Paris’ third arrondissement. 

 Cocktails under a dome of dark red – the hotel bar 
with its Danish design furniture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Indoor Pool_Les Bains  
Copyright: Guillaume Grasset 

 Axor Bouroullec_Les Bains  
Copyright: Paul Raeside 

Like old times –the basement has a stage for 
concerts and there is even a pool again. 

 A collection as if tailor-made for Les Bains – Axor 
Bouroullec washbasins and mixers create stylish and 
customised bathroom design. 
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Axor Montreux Bathtub_Les Bains 
Copyright: Paul Raeside 

 Junior Suite_Les Bains  
Copyright: Paul Raeside 

Tradition meets modernity – mixers of the Axor 
Montreux collection complement the 
freestanding bathtubs. 

 For nights, long or short – the discreet colour palette 
of the rooms creates a serene and relaxing 
atmosphere. 

 

 

 
Axor ShowerPipe by Front_Outdoor_Les Bains 
Copyright: Guillaume Grasset 

 Suite_Les Bains 
Copyright: Paul Raeside 

For outdoor enthusiasts – the Axor Showerpipe 
designed by Front on one of the outside terraces 
of the hotel. 

 Award-winning design under stucco ceilings – the 
suites of the Les Bains hotel. 

 

 

Copyright: We must draw your attention to the fact that we have only limited usage rights for the 
images provided, all further rights however belong to the respective photographers. These images 
may therefore only be published free of charge if they clearly and expressly serve to portray or 
advertise the performances, products or projects of Hansgrohe SE and/or its brands (Axor, 
Hansgrohe, Pharo and Pontos). Any other form of publication requires the approval of the respective 
copyright owner and remuneration must be made in agreement with said copyright owner. 

 


