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The shower as a centre of well-being in the bathroom 

 

From functional wash room to a space for rest and 
relaxation 
 

Schiltach, March 2016. A place to relax and a new showpiece for the 

home: the bathroom of the 21st century. The signs of change are clearly 

visible – the size of the bathroom is still more or less the same, but 

bathtubs are steadily disappearing; instead larger and larger walk-in 

showers are taking their place. Bathroom décor is characterised by 

inviting elements such as wood furnishings, seating arrangements and 

plants; and the cross-generation bathroom is currently attracting a great 

deal of interest. These developments put new demands on sanitary 

products. In collaboration with its partner Phoenix Design, Hansgrohe, the 

Schiltach-based mixer and shower specialist, is supporting the transition 

of the bathroom from functional unit to cross-generational oasis of well-

being with innovative ideas and products. 

 

Sanitary products become elements of design 
Tom Schönherr, Managing Director of Phoenix Design, on the evolution of 

the bathroom: “Generally, people now shower on a daily basis, but they 

hardly ever use the bathtub. When we create new products, we take into 

account changes in needs, patterns of use and bathroom design. When 

standing in a spacious shower area, most people wish to experience a 

generous feel-good shower rain; that makes sense. We satisfy this need 

with the Hansgrohe Rainmaker Select.” The showerhead offers a choice 

of up to three different spray modes and a 46-centimetre shower disc for 

individualised shower pleasure. Hansgrohe and Phoenix Design 
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developed an innovative shower control unit to complement the 

showerhead. It has an attractive and generously designed shelf, offering 

70 centimetres of space for shampoo, soap and shaving utensils. Both 

products feature white-backed glass surfaces and timeless architectural 

design, making them distinctive bathroom showpieces. 

 

Small bathroom – great space 
“Due to urbanisation, we expect 70 percent of all people to be living in the 

world’s metropolises by 2050. At the same time, the global population will 

increase drastically,” Tom Schönherr predicts. “The bathroom of the future 

will become more and more comfortable and have a more welcoming feel. 

It will serve as a private retreat – a spa-like refuge from the hassles of 

everyday life – a place where we can relax and focus on well-being. 

People’s need for individualised solutions that reflect their lifestyles will 

increase, as will their expectations of quality.” That means that a soothing 

space for rest and relaxation has to be created even in a relatively small 

area. Tom Schönherr offers some advice as an expert in design: “When 

you start planning, you should concentrate on practicalities. How do you 

move around in your bathroom? Where would you like to put the 

washbasin, the bathtub and the shower? How much shelf space do you 

need?” Then he adds, “When it comes to the overall design of the 

bathroom, the planner should strive to create an open space without 

obstacles.” The way the shower is integrated into the bathroom plays a 

decisive role. It is possible to achieve a seamless transition between the 

shower area and the rest of the room by opting for a floor-level shower, 

replacing bothersome partitions with glass wall dividers and installing 

shower mixers that are flush with the wall. The installation of the 

Hansgrohe Rainmaker Select shows that even a large shower system can 

be unobtrusively and tastefully integrated into any bathroom. Its 

sophisticated technology is concealed, while the white-backed surfaces of 

the showerhead and shower control unit blend easily and elegantly into 
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the wall. And that’s how a small bathroom can provide an amazing shower 

experience. 

 

The test of time 
The designer from Germany’s southwest goes on to say, “Individual 

bathroom solutions that adapt to the changing needs of life’s various 

stages and which allow users to configure the bathroom with the products 

most suited to their particular requirements are a must. These include the 

walk-in shower just mentioned, washbasin mixers, as well as hand and 

overhead showers equipped with intuitive Select technology. The flow of 

water can be turned on and off by simply pressing a button. All it takes is 

a light tap of the hand, elbow or arm.” In the future, we will have to focus 

even more on the challenges of an aging society, and the planning of 

oases of well-being that accommodate all generations. In conclusion, Tom 

Schönherr says, “The bathroom of the 21st century will become a private 

home spa. It should be safe and convenient and convey value and 

atmosphere, while delivering perfect functionality of the utmost quality at 

the same time.” 
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Within the international Hansgrohe Group, Hansgrohe is the premium 
brand for bathroom and kitchen fixtures, showers and shower systems as 
well as thermostat and plumbing technology. Winners of numerous 
awards throughout the world, the brand’s products stand for modern 
technologies, innovative design and a superlative level of functional 
quality. This explains the success of the brand as a market leader in the 
shower segment and as one of the leading manufacturers of fixtures. With 
inventions such as the shower bar, adjustable spray types, the 
QuickClean function, the AirPower or the EcoSmart technology as well as 
the convenient Select technology, Hansgrohe is regarded as one of the 
leading innovators in the international sanitation industry. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Design leader in the sanitation industry 
In the current ranking of the International 
Forum Design (iF) of the world's best 
enterprises in the field of design, Hansgrohe 
SE is in 11th position among 2,000 
companies. With a score of 740 points, the 
Schiltach-based bathroom mixers and 
shower specialist even outperforms such 
enterprises as Daimler, Volkswagen, and 
adidas and leads the design hit list in the 
sanitation industry. 
www.hansgrohe.com/design 
 

 
Further information: Hansgrohe SE 

  - Public Relations - 
  Svenja Krauß | Fiona Blinzer 
  Phone: +49 7836 51 – 1226 | – 1491 
  Fax: +49 7836 51 - 1170 
  E-Mail: public.relations@hansgrohe.com 
  www.hansgrohe.com 

  
Find out more about  Hansgrohe SE and its 
brands on: 
www.facebook.com/axor.design 
www.twitter.com/hansgrohe_pr 
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Picture Overview 
Hansgrohe Rainmaker Select: From functional wash room to a space 
for rest and relaxation 
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“When you start planning, you should concentrate on practicalities. How do you 
move around in your bathroom? Where would you like to put the washbasin, the 
bathtub and the shower? How much shelf space do you need?” Then he adds, 
“When it comes to the overall design of the bathroom, the planner should strive 
to create an open space without obstacles.” The way the shower is integrated 
into the bathroom plays a decisive role. It is possible to achieve a seamless 
transition between the shower area and the rest of the room by opting for a 
floor-level shower, replacing bothersome partitions with glass wall dividers and 
installing shower mixers that are flush with the wall. 
 
Hansgrohe Rainmaker Select 
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These overhead showers indulge users with a variety of spray modes. They also 
feature an elegant new surface of high-quality, white-backed glass. In spite of 
their generous dimensions, Rainmaker Select showerheads are understated and 
blend into ceiling and bathroom designs. Hansgrohe Rainmaker Select models 
are easy to clean; for the first time, the entire showerhead can be conveniently 
detached and, if desired, the spray face removed from the showerhead for 
deeper cleaning. 
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The Hansgrohe Rainmaker Select 460 overhead shower offers a choice of three 
spray modes for individualised shower pleasure. The generous and powerful 
Rain spray envelops the entire body with water; the individual jets of the 
RainStream mode pamper with an invigorating massage, and the strong and 
concentrated jet of the Mono spray mode invites you to relax. 
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Copyright: We must draw your attention to the fact that we have only limited usage rights for the 
images provided, all further rights however belong to the respective photographers. These images 
may therefore only be published free of charge if they clearly and expressly serve to portray or 
advertise the performances, products or projects of Hansgrohe SE and/or its brands (Axor, 
Hansgrohe, Pharo and Pontos). Any other form of publication requires the approval of the respective 
copyright owner and remuneration must be made in agreement with said copyright owner. 
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