
 

Press Information 

The Hansgrohe Water Symposium on 8 June 2016: How can the flood of 

digital data be turned into groundbreaking solutions for the future? 

Water in the Net 

Schiltach, June 2016. “Water in the Net” was the title of the 2016 

Hansgrohe Water Symposium held by Hansgrohe SE on 8 June in 

Schiltach. The presentations and discussions focused on how 

digitalisation has become a pervading influence on our personal everyday 

life, workplace and the global business environment, and in what direction 

this increasingly networked world is taking us. “No life without water – no 

survival without digitalisation” – Thorsten Klapproth, Chairman of the 

Executive Board of Hansgrohe SE used this comparison between the 

precious source of life and the challenge of digitalisation in the modern 

world to sum up the topic of the symposium in his welcoming speech to 

the 250 guests.  

Five highly distinguished experts from business, politics, research and 

architecture talked about big data and smart data. Blogger, author and TV 

celebrity Sascha Lobo from Berlin introduced the topic “Big Data & 

Society”. Dr. Alexander Rieck of the Fraunhofer Institute for Industrial 

Engineering IAO in Stuttgart provided insights into the new living and 

working environment. Dr. Eberhard Veit, advisor to the German 

government and member of the governing body of “Plattform Industrie 

4.0”, talked with Ulrich Dietz, CEO of GFT Technologies SE, about 

“People and Work 4.0”. The EU Commissioner for Digital Economy and 

Society, Günther H. Oettinger, was invited as the keynote speaker. He 

advocated in his speech: „We need a single European market for digital 

affairs, not 28 national markets.” 
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The awards ceremony of the international ideas competition “Water 
in the Net”  
One of the highlights of the Hansgrohe Water Symposium was the 

announcement of the three winners of the ideas competition “Water in the 

Net”. For 115 years Hansgrohe has shown inventive and innovative 

genius in handling water in the bathroom and kitchen and has also been 

committed to the protection of this natural resource. With the launch of the 

competition in spring 2016, the globally active bathroom and kitchen 

fixtures manufacturer built a bridge from the world of traditionally crafted 

products to the data universe of the future. Hansgrohe was looking for 

fresh approaches and ways of thinking that link the digital world with water 

use and sustainability in the real world. The jury reviewed a total of 75 

ideas relating to the networked and sustainable use of water submitted by 

established companies, start-ups, inventors and students from 17 

countries, including European countries, the USA, Israel, Pakistan and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. The three winners from Germany and the 

USA will share the prize money totalling EUR 17,000. The jury was 

composed of Ulrich Dietz (CEO of GFT Technologies SE), Dr. Eberhard A 

Veit (Consultant for the German Federal Government and Member of the 

Board ‘Industry 4.0’), Jan Heisterhagen (Vice President Product 

Management, Hansgrohe SE), and Horst Flieger (Vice President 

Research & Development, Hansgrohe SE). 

  

Hansgrohe SE · Public Relations · Auestraße 5-9 · 77761 Schiltach ·Phone +49 7836 51 0 · Fax +49 7836 51 1170 · public.relations@hansgrohe.com · www.hansgrohe.com  
Reproduction free of charge · Proof and voucher copy please · Commercial Registry: District Court  Stuttgart, Registration No: 740779· Sales Tax ID Nr.: DE 812782725     
Executive Board:  Thorsten Klapproth (Chairman),  Richard Grohe (Deputy Chairman),  Frank Schnatz,  Frank Semling  ·   Chairman of the Supervisory Board:  Klaus F. Jaenecke 



 

1st place and EUR 10,000 in prize money 
 

Winner:  The founders of PHE: Mulundu Sichone, Felix 
 Müller and Leif-Hagen Ulrich, Hamburg, 
 Germany 
 
Idea: Anti-pressure surge turbine Pipe Hydro Energy 

(PHE) 
 
Due to the unpredictability of fluctuations in 
demand for tap water, a large amount of energy is 
used to power pumps that build up pressure in the 
water supply system so as to maintain supply and 
guarantee sufficient water pressure at all times. As 
a result, up to 60 percent of the energy consumed 
is wasted on operating water pumps and the 
excess pressure they generate has to be relieved 
again later. 
PHE is a smart pressure management system for 
water supply networks, replacing throttle valves, 
flow meters and pumps as turbines with a compact 
Plug-n-Play solution. PHE achieves a significantly 
higher degree of efficiency than existing systems. 
It is installed like a pipe connector in the pipeline 
and converts excess pressure into electricity using 
a generator powered by a new kind of turbine 
(Sichone-Turbine). At the same time, it regulates 
water pressure and reduces damages to pipes that 
result in leaks and water loss.  

 
 
Jury statement: “An intelligent system converts excess energy 

generated by water pressure into electricity. The 
system is sustainable: not only does it lower 
energy consumption with the help of smart data, it 
also uses the energy in two ways. If it works, it 
would be very useful in industrial applications.” 
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2nd place and EUR 5,000 in prize money 
 
Winner:  Christof Elben, Oberndorf, Germany 
 
Idea: Spectare Select – an intelligent bathroom mirror 

with an integrated central bathroom control unit  
 
The Spectare Select bathroom mirror functions as 
a source of information and a control unit at the 
same time. Users can retrieve current and 
customised information (weather, Facebook 
stream, messages, calendar) or control 
SmartHome functions (ventilation, heating, 
lighting) by means of a display integrated in the 
semi-transparent mirror. Children are rewarded 
with games for proper brushing, especially if they 
turn off the water while doing so. Information such 
as water consumption, air humidity, and 
temperature is provided by means of sensors 
installed in the bathroom mixers and 
showerheads. The Spectare Select bathroom 
control centre could be used with many smart 
products made by bathroom fixtures 
manufacturers. The manufacturer would be able to 
access the information generated – which would of 
course remain anonymous – and thus be able to 
obtain valuable information for product 
development and on consumer behaviour. Users 
also benefit because they can organise their 
actions in the bathroom more efficiently. A more 
in-depth integration with other elements of home 
automation, for example, with Apple’s HomeKit 
and other SmartHome applications is conceivable. 
The product relies on a powerful mini computer 
that can be operated by a rotating wheel in the 
mirror, similar to the way Apple’s iWatch works.  

 
Jury statement:  “The bathroom becomes a living space, the smart 

bathroom mirror makes the start of the day easier 
and provides users with useful information while 
they brush their teeth. The comparison with a 
smartphone is obvious: if we wanted to just make 
calls or look in the mirror, we wouldn’t need all the 
technology. If we add up all the functions, we 
discover that starting the day without the intelligent 
mirror would become unthinkable!” 
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3rd place and EUR 2,000 in prize money  
 
Winner:  Robbie Hillis of Ark Labs,  
 Florence, Alabama, USA 
 
Idea: The Ark – a water leak alarm system 

 
The Ark is a smart monitoring device that allows 
remote shutoff and is equipped with intelligent 
software, which is able to learn. For example, it 
can tell you how often the dishwasher is being 
used. As soon as The Ark detects an anomaly in 
your household water usage (which the software 
has “learned” based on previous consumption 
patterns), it alerts you through your mobile phone 
and you can then turn off the water remotely. In 
case of a significant and sudden jump in 
consumption, The Ark automatically shuts off the 
water supply and immediately notifies the 
homeowner. 

 
 
Jury statement: “An intelligent device that offers peace of mind 

when you are away from home for short or 
extended periods of time, in particular during 
holidays. Anyone who has ever experienced water 
damage in their home due to a water leak will 
immediately welcome this idea.” 
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About Hansgrohe – the Original from the Black Forest 
Hansgrohe SE is based in Schiltach, in Germany’s Black Forest. In its 
115-year history, it has acquired a reputation as a leading innovator in 
technology, design and sustainability in the sanitation industry. The 
mixers, showerheads and shower systems created by Hansgrohe SE are 
original products that make bathrooms more functional, more comfortable 
and more aesthetically pleasing. These quality products can be found in 
such prestigious venues as the luxury ocean liner Queen Mary II, London 
Heathrow Airport Terminal 5, the Burj Khalifa in Dubai (the world’s tallest 
building), the German Chancellery in Berlin, New York’s Yoo luxury 
residences and the Masdar City Institute of Science and Technology in 
Abu Dhabi. The company and its products have been honoured with 
numerous awards, most recently the iF Award Gold 2015, the Wallpaper* 
Design Award 2015 in the Category “Best Domestic Product Design” and 
the Elle Decoration International Design Award 2015. In 2015, the 
company’s brands Axor and Hansgrohe generated more than EUR 964 
million in sales. Today the Hansgrohe Group employs more than 3,800 
people worldwide, about 40 percent of whom work outside Germany. The 
company, which has a zero tolerance policy on counterfeit products and 
design infringements, manufactures its products in Germany, in France, 
the Netherlands, the USA and China. 

  
Find out more about Hansgrohe on: 
www.facebook.com/hansgrohe 
www.twitter.com/hansgrohe_pr 

 Design Leader in the Sanitation Industry  
In the current ranking of the International 
Forum Design (iF), Hansgrohe SE ranks in 
10th position among 2,000 listed 
companies. With 860 points, the Schiltach-
based bathroom mixers and shower 
specialist outperforms brands such as 
Apple, Daimler and Nike and leads the 
design hit list in the sanitation industry. 
www.hansgrohe.com/design 

 

Further information: Hansgrohe SE 
- Public Relations - 
Dr. Jörg Hass | Anke Messerschmidt 
Phone: +49 7836 51 - 3009 | - 3288 
Fax: +49 7836 51 - 1170 
E-Mail: public.relations@hansgrohe.com 
www.hansgrohe.com 
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Picture Overview  
2016 Hansgrohe Water Symposium 2016 
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Thorsten Klapproth, CEO Hansgrohe SE, welcomes over 250 guests. 
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Barbara Hahlweg, presenter and journalist for the German television channel 
ZDF, hosted the 2016 Hansgrohe Water Symposium held on 8 June in Schiltach. 
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Sascha Lobo, author, blogger and strategy consultant, introduced the topic of the 
symposium with his talk on “Big Data & Society”. 
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Dr. Alexander Rieck, Fraunhofer Institute for Industrial Engineering IAO, spoke 
about “Life with Smart Data”. 
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Dr. Eberhard Veit, advisor to the German government and member of the 
governing body of “Plattform Industrie 4.0”, and Ulrich Dietz, CEO of GFT 
Technologies SE discussed the subject of "A smooth digital transition in our working 
lives!?" 
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Günther H. Oettinger, EU Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society, 
provided insights into the political background and Europe’s role in the digital 
revolution. 
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From left to right: Thorsten Klapproth (Chairman of the Executive Board 
Hansgrohe SE), Felix Müller and Mulundu Sichone (Winner 1st place) and 
Richard Grohe (Deputy Chairman Hansgrohe SE) 

 

International ideas competition “Water in the Net”  
1st place and EUR 10,000 in prize money 

Winners: The founders of PHE: Mulundu Sichone, Felix Müller and Leif-
Hagen Ulrich, Hamburg, Germany 

Idea: Pipe Hydro Energy (PHE) 

PHE is a smart pressure management system for water supply networks, 
replacing throttle valves, flow meters and pumps as turbines with a 
compact Plug-n-Play solution. 
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From left to right: Richard Grohe (Deputy Chairman Hansgrohe SE), 2nd winner 
Christof Elben and Thorsten Klapproth (Chairman of the Executive Board 
Hansgrohe SE) 

 

 

International ideas competition “Water in the Net”  
2nd place and EUR 5,000 in prize money 

Winner: Christof Elben, Oberndorf, Germany 

Idea: Spectare Select – Spectare Select – intelligent bathroom mirror with 
integrated central bathroom control unit 

The Spectare Select bathroom mirror functions as a source of information and 
a control unit at the same time. Users can retrieve current and customised 
information or control SmartHome functions by means of a display integrated in 
the mirror. 
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From left to right: Richard Grohe (Deputy Chairman Hansgrohe SE), 3rd 
winner Robbie Hillis and Thorsten Klapproth (Chairman of the Executive 
Board Hansgrohe SE) 

 

 

International ideas competition “Water in the Net”  
3rd place and EUR 2,000 in prize money 

Winner: Robbie Hillis of Ark Labs, Florence (Alabama), USA 

Ides: The Ark – a water leak alarm system 

The Ark is a smart monitoring device that allows remote shutoff and is 
equipped with intelligent software, which is able to learn. 

 

  

 

Picture link: 

http://pr.hansgrohe.com/events/DE_160608_Wassersymposium/index.php 
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