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Press Information 

 

Situated in an idyllic valley in the Bavarian Alps, Elmau Castle offers an 

oasis of tranquility and exclusivity  

 

Elmau Castle Chooses Axor as Supplier for Luxury  

Bathroom Fixtures 

 

Schiltach/Frankfurt, March 2015. Where the Alpine charm and the ultimate 

in hospitality come together: the exclusive Elmau Castle is situated in a 

remote highland valley in the Bavarian Alps, at the foot of the snow-

covered Wetterstein mountain range. The 5-star Superior Hotel functions 

as a luxurious retreat, and it is also a place steeped in culture and a ven-

ue for public encounters. In addition to the calendar of prestigious con-

certs and other cultural events that are staged here throughout the year, 

heads of state will also gather here in June for the international G7 sum-

mit. Tradition and luxury blend in a generous, spacious ambience against 

the backdrop of this unique natural panorama.  

 

In the rooms, suites and apartments, Axor Citterio bathroom fittings en-

hance the luxurious aesthetics of Elmau Castle with their timeless-

classical design. The clean lines and precise surfaces of the washbasin 

mixers are an elegant companion for the high-quality surfaces made from 

Jurassic marble. In their approach to exclusivity, Elmau Castle and the 

Axor Citterio collection also share the same philosophy: discreet luxury, 

and traditional quality. Shower comfort on request is provided at Elmau 

Castle not in the least thanks to the Axor Citterio Showerpipe with ther-

mostat, overhead and hand-held showers to ensure a very personal 

shower indulgence. 
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“The elegance of Axor Citterio gives the bathroom an exceptional quality 

that goes far beyond short-lived trends in design,” explains Philippe Gro-

he, Head of Axor. “Axor Citterio represents a harmonious combination of a 

focus on the essentials with an effort to convey a sense of the richness of 

water.” It is no coincidence that the bathroom collection can be found in 

many luxury hotels around the world, including the elegant Elmau Castle.  

 

Hospitality with a Rich Tradition, Culture and Wellness à la Carte  

The retreat in a charming highland valley in the foothills of the Alps values 

classic, high-quality living comforts and celebrates a relaxed form of luxu-

ry without trying for flashy effects. The focus is on the individual wishes of 

the international clientele and the diverse range of wellness offerings: 

Elmau Castle is also known as a Luxury Spa & Cultural Retreat, where re-

laxation in the spa blends with cultural inspiration atop 1,200 meters. 

Elmau Castle is also widely known as the venue for concerts by renowned 

performers like Yehudi Menuhin and Thomas Quasthoff, as well as for lit-

erary events and symposia. Their traditional chamber music week was 

held for the 61st time in 2015.  

 

Elegance, from the Pool Right through to the Kaminstüberl with its 

Open Fireplace 

The oasis in the Alps, which can only be reached by private road, also of-

fers many forms of retreats in addition to the spacious luxury: for instance, 

the gourmet restaurant Luce d’Oro, distinguished with a Michelin star, and 

the traditional Kaminstüberl – the venues for culinary indulgences are 

many and varied. Last but not least, there is the spa with its range of 

beauty, yoga and fitness offerings, the oriental hamam, and the outdoor 

pool with the daybeds. That remoteness can be conducive to creativity 

has also been the experience of many illustrious guests to Elmau Castle: 

one of the regular guests used to be the German comedian Loriot, who of-

ten came here to write his books.  
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From the very start, Elmau Castle represented a unique blend of intellect 

and style: it was built in the period from 1914 to 1916 by the philosopher 

and author Dr. Johannes Müller, with the support of Countess Elsa von 

Waldersee, as a retreat dedicated to the open exchange of ideas about 

social and cultural issues. Even after its conversion into a spa hotel in 

1997, when a new generation took over – the hotel is now owned by a 

grandson of the founder – Elmau Castle continued its tradition of hosting 

numerous conferences and widely acclaimed lectures and concerts 

throughout the year. In 2005 a fire destroyed sections of the hotel, which 

was then rebuilt based on a new design and with fewer rooms (128) but 

with the addition of a modern spa. This month, a further extension will be 

officially opened here: the Elmau Castle Retreat Luxury Suites & Spa, with 

47 spacious suites, three restaurants and spa areas, open fireplaces and 

patios.  

 
 

Axor, the designer brand of Hansgrohe SE, successfully realises “Design-
er Visions for Your Bathroom". In cooperation with Axor, leading archi-
tects, interior and product designers develop their vision for the bathroom 
as a living space. The Axor Collections offer a great number of unique and 
sustainable solutions to create personalised bathrooms of the highest 
aesthetic and technological levels. To date, Axor design partners include 
Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec, Antonio Citterio, Front, Jean-Marie Mas-
saud, Nendo, Phoenix Design, Philippe Starck, and Patricia Urquiola. 
They all contribute towards making life in and around the bathroom a little 
more meaningful and beautiful. The Axor brand is headed by Philippe 
Grohe, grandson of the company’s founder Hans Grohe. 
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Design leader in the sanitation in-
dustry 
In the current ranking of the Interna-
tional Forum Design (iF) of the world's 
best enterprises in the field of design, 
Hansgrohe SE is in 11th position 
among 2,000 companies. With a 
score of 740 points, the Schiltach-
based bathroom mixers and shower 
specialist even outperforms such en-
terprises as Daimler, Volkswagen and 
adidas and leads the design hit list in 
the sanitation industry. 
www.hansgrohe.com/design 

 

 
 

Further information: Hansgrohe SE 
  - Press Relations - 
  Astrid Bachmann 
  Tel.: +49 7836 51 - 1297 
  Fax: +49 7836 51 - 1170 
  E-Mail: public.relations@hansgrohe.com 
  www.hansgrohe.com 
  www.axor-design.com 

  

Find out more about Axor on: 
www.facebook.com/axor.design 
www.twitter.com/hansgrohe_pr  
 

http://www.facebook.com/axor.design
http://www.twitter.com/hansgrohe_pr
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Picture Overview 
Elmau Castle 

 

 

 

 

Outside View Elmau Castle 
Copyright: Markus Eistert  

 Outside View 2 Elmau Castle 
Copyright: Markus Eistert  

 
Where the Alpine charm and the ultimate in hospitality come together: the exclu-
sive Elmau Castle is situated in a remote highland valley in the Bavarian Alps, at 
the foot of the snow-covered Wetterstein mountain range. The 5-star Superior 
Hotel functions as a luxurious retreat, and it is also a place steeped in culture and 
a venue for public encounters. In addition to the calendar of prestigious concerts 
and other cultural events that are staged here throughout the year, heads of state 
will also gather here in June for the international G7 summit. Tradition and luxury 
blend in a generous, spacious ambience against the backdrop of this unique nat-
ural panorama. 

 
 

 
Lobby_Schloss Elmau 
Copyright: Schloss Elmau 
From the very start, Elmau Castle represented a unique blend of intellect and 
style: it was built in the period from 1914 to 1916 by the philosopher and author 
Dr. Johannes Müller, with the support of Countess Elsa von Waldersee, as a 
retreat dedicated to the open exchange of ideas about social and cultural is-
sues. 
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Bedroom Schloss Elmau 
Copyright: Markus Eistert 

 Bathroom Schloss Elmau 
Copyright: Markus Eistert  

Mixers and showerheads from the Axor Citterio collection in the 128 rooms en-
sure a fresh start to the day or soothing relaxation in the evening. 

 

 
 

 

 

Detail washbasin mixer Elmau Castle 
Copyright: Markus Eistert  

 Detail bathtub mixters Elmau Castle 
Copyright: Markus Eistert  

At the washbasin and the bathtub guests can enjoy the timeliness luxury of the 
Axor Citterio mixers with their clean lines, which the designer brand of Hansgro-
he SE created together with the Italian architect and designer Antonio Citterio. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spa_Schloss Elmau  
Copyright: Schloss Elmau 
The oasis in the Alps, which can only be reached by private road, also offers 
many forms of retreats in addition to spacious luxury: there is the spa with its 
range of beauty, yoga and fitness offerings, the oriental hamam, and the outdoor 
pool with daybeds. 

 
Copyright: We must draw your attention to the fact that we have only limited usage rights for the im-
ages provided, all further rights however belong to the respective photographers. These images may 
therefore only be published free of charge if they clearly and expressly serve to portray or advertise 
the performances, products or projects of Hansgrohe SE and/or its brands (Axor, Hansgrohe, Pharo 
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