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Hansgrohe wins “red dot” award 2014 
International jury honors the Axor ShowerPipe by Front with the “Best of the 
Best” distinction for highest design quality 
 
 
 
Schiltach, July 2014. There is reason to celebrate at Hansgrohe SE, the bathroom 
and sanitation specialist from the Black Forest: Axor, the designer brand of 
Hansgrohe SE, and the Swedish design trio Front have won the internationally 
coveted “red dot” Award with a “Best of the Best” distinction. “A 'Best of the Best' 
distinction”, says Philippe Grohe, “is still something very special for Axor as a 
designer brand. It is an important and internationally-renowned recognition of our 
efforts in the field of product design and in the design of the bathroom as a living 
space. It also affirms our strategy of focusing on functionality in addition to the 
formal and emotional quality of bathroom mixers”, added the Head of the Axor 
brand. 
 
In addition to the “Best of the Best” distinction for the Axor ShowerPipe, the jury of 
international design experts awarded the Axor ShowerProducts by Front with the 
“red dot” 2014. The same distinction for high design quality and ground-breaking 
design was given to the Axor LampShower by Nendo, the Hansgrohe Shower 
Select concealed thermostats, the Hansgrohe Raindance Select S 240 overhead 
shower, the Hansgrohe Metris kitchen mixer with a pull-out handspray, and the 
Hansgrohe Logis series of washbasin mixers. In addition to design, the 40 
members of the jury assessed innovation, functionality, ergonomics and ecological 
compatibility of the submitted products in Essen, Germany.  
 
Top-Design from Sweden and Comfort for the Shower 
The new Axor ShowerPipe designed by Front allows us to experience water 
pathways in their most original form. “With our design we wanted to draw attention 
to the hidden aesthetics of technology in a particularly elegant way, turning pipes, 
joints, valves and funnels into a charming design object,” explains Charlotte von 
der Lancken from Front. In this way, a simple funnel becomes a well-proportioned 
showerhead, for example. Not only was the design embraced by the jury, but also 
the comfortable handling and intuitive usage: “By referring to traditional technical 
forms, the Axor ShowerPipe by Front creates something new which is fascinating. 
The clear lines of the shower underline the way that water naturally flows and 
thereby demonstrates a ‘back to basics’ feeling. The comfortable handling of the 
well-engineered applications offers the user an intensive showering experience. 
The precise attention to detail makes the Axor ShowerPipe by Front very 
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convincing”, so the jury.  
 
International design from the Black Forest 
A total of 4,815 products from 1.816 manufacturers in 53 countries were 
submitted, but only 72 had the honor of receiving the highest distinction – “Best of 
the Best”. Top marks for design is a Hansgrohe tradition: for many years, design 
awards have been finding their way into the Black Forest – the home of this 
successful global player in the sanitation industry. The company has already won 
more than 400 awards thanks to the extensive collaboration with many well-known 
designers and architects.  
 

 

 

Image rights: red dot design award 

 
Simon Meier, Axor Product Manager at Hansgrohe SE, is happy to receive the „Best of the Best” distinction for the Axor 
ShowerPipe designed by Front. 

 
Copyright: We must draw your attention to the fact that we have only limited usage rights for the images provided, all further 
rights however belong to the respective photographers. These images may therefore only be published free of charge if they 
clearly and expressly serve to portray or advertise the performances, products or projects of Hansgrohe SE and/or its 
brands (Axor, Hansgrohe, Pharo and Pontos). Any other form of publication requires the approval of the respective 
copyright owner and remuneration must be made in agreement with said copyright owner. 
 

*** 
 
About Hansgrohe – the original from the Black Forest 
The Hansgrohe company is based in Schiltach in Germany’s Black Forest. In its 113-year history, it 
has acquired a reputation as a leading innovator in technology, design and sustainability in the 
sanitation sector. The mixers, showerheads and shower systems created by Hansgrohe SE are 
original products that make bathrooms more functional, more comfortable and more aesthetically 
pleasing. These quality products can be found in such prestigious venues as the luxury ocean liner 
Queen Mary II, London Heathrow Airport Terminal 5, the Burj Khalifa in Dubai (the world’s tallest 
building), the German Chancellery in Berlin, New York’s Yoo luxury residences and the Masdar 
City Institute of Science and Technology in Abu Dhabi. The company and its products have been 
honoured with numerous awards, most recently the Red Dot “Best of the Best” Award for product 
design, the Architects’ Darling Award 2013 in the Sanitary Fittings category and the 2013 
Successful Design Awards China. In 2013, the company’s brands Axor, Hansgrohe, Pharo and 
Pontos generated more than EUR 841 million in sales (compared to EUR 805 million in 2012). 
Today the Hansgrohe Group employs more than 3,500 people worldwide, about one-third of whom 
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work outside Germany. The company, which has a zero tolerance policy on counterfeit products 
and design infringements, manufactures its products in six German plants, as well as in France, the 
Netherlands, the USA and China.  
 

*** 
 

 

Find out more about Hansgrohe SE and its brands Hansgrohe and Axor on  
www.facebook.com/hansgrohe 
www.twitter.com/hansgrohe_pr 
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