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“Masdar City” – a project of the future 
The world’s first eco-city to rely on products made by Hansgrohe AG 
 
 

Schiltach, October 2009. What do a bathroom and sanitation technology specialist 
from the Black Forest and a project located in the desert of Abu Dhabi have in 
common? Quite a lot, is the probably rather unexpected, yet correct answer. The 
reason is that in building the world’s first CO2-neutral, zero-waste eco-city “Masdar 
City” on the Persian Gulf, the people in charge have opted also for the 
environmentally friendly products made by Hansgrohe AG (www.hansgrohe.com). 
This allows the Schiltach-based company to participate in a forward-looking 
project that combines innovation, technology and sustainability – in other words, a 
perfect match with the company's own corporate philosophy. “That Hansgrohe is 
able to participate in the construction of ‘Masdar City’ shows once again that we 
play a leading role as an ecological pioneer,” said Richard Grohe, Deputy 
Chairman of Hansgrohe AG. “The project and our company both share an 
unequivocal commitment towards sustainability and environmental protection.” 

 
Once construction is complete, the 22-billion US dollar eco-city designed by the 
British architecture firm Foster+Partners will provide up to 50,000 residents with all 
the comforts of living in a major metropolis, and all without discharging any carbon 
dioxide and without producing any waste. The design of the project is based on 
traditional Arabic cities, featuring narrow streets, fresh-air corridors and thick walls, 
thus eliminating the need for energy-intensive air-conditioning to control 
temperatures in “Masdar City”. Public transport systems designed for easy access 
will replace vehicles running on fossil fuels. A solar power plant, photovoltaic 
panels and wind turbines will ensure that the model city will be largely energy-
independent. Through this project the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, which until now has 
been strongly dependent on its oil wells, plans to set a new direction in its future 
economic development. 
  

A source of new technologies and sustainability 
At the same time, the “City of the Source” – the meaning of “Masdar City” – is to 
live up to its name and become the fount of new technologies for efficient CO2 
management, the careful use of water and the use of renewable resources. The 
city will accommodate up to 1,500 companies engaged in developing clean 
technologies. It seems most appropriate that the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) will set up its head office in this environmentally friendly city of 
science.  
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The “Masdar Institute of Science and Technology” is the first building to be erected 
in the model city. Completed this year, this research center for the development of 
green technologies accepted the first intake of students in September 2009. In the 
coming year, academics from around the world will be joining the institute. Among 
other delights, the researchers will also experience the pleasures of using 
Hansgrohe Metris S Electronic fittings and Raindance EcoSmart handheld 
showers, made in the Black Forest.  

 
This range of fittings with its geometrical design meets high environmental and 
quality standards and has impressed the planners of "Masdar City" with its 
durability and clean lines. The infrared electronic proximity technology also 
ensures that water only flows when required. In these products, the fittings and 
shower specialist from the Black Forest has managed to combine the advantages 
of two separate technologies – infrared and EcoSmart – resulting in the efficient 
use of both water and energy. This sensor technology pays dividends especially 
when there is a high frequency of use, as water consumption is regulated 
according to current demand, resulting in extremely short after-run times. The 
innovative Hansgrohe EcoSmart technology makes for very economical 
consumption by limiting water flow to a maximum of 5.7 liters per minute. The 
automatic flow stop after 60 seconds, which activates whenever the infrared switch 
is triggered intentionally or accidentally and set to continuous operation, further 
contributes to the sustainable use of the resource water. 

 
For the same reason, the planners from the “Masdar Institute of Science and 
Technology” opted in favor of Raindance EcoSmart. It uses technologies 
developed in the Hansgrohe fluid stream laboratory capable of achieving a marked 
reduction in water flow – and they do so with an undiminished, high level of 
shower comfort. The combination of a swirling air-water mixture, a pressure-
independent flow restriction technology and specially designed jets reduces water 
consumption to around nine liters per minute – a saving of up to 50 per cent 
compared with conventional showerheads.  

 
By participating in the “Masdar City” project, Hansgrohe AG joins a long list of 
world-renowned companies such as Siemens, BASF and General Electric in 
contributing to the creation of this model city. 
 
 

*** 
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*** 
 

About Hansgrohe – the original from the Black Forest 
During its 108-year history, the company Hansgrohe (www.hansgrohe.com), 
headquartered in Schiltach in the Black Forest, has acquired a reputation in the 
sanitation sector as one of the innovative leaders in technology and design. With 
its fittings, showers and shower systems, Hansgrohe creates the original products 
that make the bathroom more functional, more comfortable and more beautiful. It 
is no coincidence that they can be found in prominent prestige projects such as on 
the giant cruiser “Queen Mary II”, in Terminal 5 of Heathrow Airport in London, in 
the German Reichstag and at the Chancellor's office in Berlin, in the Yoo luxury 
apartments in New York or at the Hotel Carlton in St. Moritz. In 2008, the company 
generated sales of about EUR 668 million with its Axor, Hansgrohe, Pharo and 
Pontos brands (2007: EUR 661 million). The Hansgrohe Group currently has a 
global workforce of about 3,200 employees, with about two-thirds of them working 
in Germany. The company, which takes tough action against product piracy and 
intellectual property theft, manufactures its products in six German plants, in 
France, the Netherlands, in the U.S. and in China. 
 

 

Design leader in the sanitary industry 
In the current ranking of the International Forum Design (iF) of 
the world's best enterprises in the field of design, Hansgrohe 
AG is in 17th position among 1,499 companies. With a score 
of 520 points, the Schiltach-based bathroom mixers and 
shower specialist even outperforms such enterprises as 
Adidas, Nokia and Audi and leads the design hit list in the 
sanitary industry. 
www.hansgrohe.com/design or www.ifdesign.de/ranking  
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