
 

Press Information 

Hansgrohe SE invests EUR 30 million in the construction of a plastic electroplating facility at its 

Offenburg production site – the ground-breaking ceremony took place on 16 October 2017 

Hansgrohe Boosts German Production Sites and Jobs  

Schiltach/Offenburg, 16 October 2017. Hansgrohe SE continues to expand and invest in 

Germany. In the past decade alone, Hansgrohe has invested about EUR 100 million in its 

German Offenburg and Schiltach production sites. The globally active mixer and shower 

manufacturer is now investing roughly EUR 30 million in the construction of a new electroplating 

facility at the company’s existing production site in Offenburg-Elgersweier. Upon completion, the 

facility will more than double the plant’s annual output of electroplated plastic products. “We are 

one of the companies who in recent years, have most heavily invested here in Offenburg and 

the surrounding region,” says Thorsten Klapproth, Chairman of the Executive Board of 

Hansgrohe SE. Today Frank Schnatz, Director of Product Development, Production and Quality 

Management, together with Baerbel Schaefer, District President of the administrative region of 

Freiburg, and Edith Schreiner, Mayor of Offenburg, laid the cornerstone of Hansgrohe’s 

forward-looking project. 

“The products of our two brands AXOR and hansgrohe are in great demand. Our turnover has 

risen by an average of six per cent annually over the past ten years; last year, for the first time 

ever, we generated more than one billion euros in sales. With our new electroplating facility, we 

will create capacity for further growth and significantly strengthen our competitive edge – the 

basis for our success worldwide,” says Thorsten Klapproth. “This investment confirms our 

commitment to Germany and the region. In addition to our ultra-modern logistics centre, which 

went into operation in late 2016, we have optimal procurement, production and customer 

logistics at the Offenburg site, enabling us to respond to changing customer needs with 

maximum efficiency. With this multi-million-euro investment, we are sending an important signal 

to our customers around the world; and as an employer, we are confirming our commitment to 

jobs in the Ortenau region.” 
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Production efficiency on 10,000 square metres 
The Hansgrohe plastic electroplating facility at the Offenburg site will be built on the existing 

Hansgrohe plant grounds, covering an area of 10,000 square metres. At the same time, other 

plots are being reserved for additional investment in future technologies. The direct vicinity to 

the plastics moulding centre and assembly line ensures efficient production processes. The 

facility is scheduled to start operations in spring 2019. Currently, some 18 million plastic parts 

per year are electroplated at the Offenburg plant. Upon completion, the new facility will more 

than double that output. The existing plastic electroplating facility, which was built more than 25 

years ago as one of the largest and most modern facilities in Europe, will be closed down in 

early 2021. An important argument for the construction of a new facility in Offenburg-

Elgersweier is the site’s highly professional, skilled and experienced staff. The investment 

secures and creates new jobs in the region. 

Giving showers a surface finish  
In the new Hansgrohe plastic electroplating facility, surfaces of plastic parts, mainly showers, 

will be given a finish. They undergo up to 55 processing steps and are plated with a variety of 

coatings, ensuring an even and long-lasting chrome finish. This robust surface finish is not only 

a visual highlight, it also protects the plastic showerheads, making them particularly durable. 

“Hansgrohe will be using ground-breaking processes and technologies in this new facility,” 

explains Frank Schnatz, “these technologies shorten processing times in comparison to 

conventional plastic coating processes and improve process stability, which means that we can 

achieve a significantly higher level of resource efficiency.” 

Investments in the region total more than EUR 65 million in five years.  
In 2016, the Hansgrohe Group invested a total of EUR 48.7 million, of which some EUR 43 

million were invested in Germany alone. In January 2016, Hansgrohe opened the Technikum in 

Offenburg, which represents an investment of 1.7 million euros and enables the mixer and 

shower manufacturer to bundle its expertise in plastics within the company at a single 

production site. In that same year, a new research and development laboratory (R & D lab) was 

inaugurated in Schiltach. The company invested a total of EUR 4.6 million in this new R & D 

facility. To respond to customer demands even faster and serve them more efficiently, 

Hansgrohe set the cornerstone of the 30-million-euro logistics centre at the Offenburg 

production site in 2015, which went into operation in late 2016.  
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About the Hansgrohe Group 
With its brands AXOR and hansgrohe, the Hansgrohe Group, based in Schiltach/Southern 
Germany, enjoys a reputation as a leader in innovation, quality and design within the bath and 
kitchen industry. The Hansgrohe Group brings form and function to water with taps, 
showerheads and shower systems. The 116-year history of the company is marked by 
innovations such as the first hand-held shower with multiple spray types, the first pull-out 
kitchen tap, and the first wall bar to hold a hand-held shower. The company holds more than 
17,000 active property rights. The Hansgrohe Group stands for long-lasting quality products. 
With 34 subsidiaries and 21 sales offices supplying products in more than 140 countries, the 
company is a reliable partner to its customers around the world. The Hansgrohe Group, its 
brands and products have won numerous awards, including more than 500 design prizes since 
1974. Sustainable production of resource-conserving products is central to the company’s 
business activities around the globe. The products of the Hansgrohe Group are featured in 
projects around the world, such as the luxurious ocean liner Queen Mary 2, and the world’s 
tallest building, the Burj Khalifa in Dubai. The Group’s high quality standards are ensured by five 
wholly-owned production facilities: two in Germany, one each in France, the United States and 
China. In 2016, the Hansgrohe Group generated a turnover of EUR 1.029 billion. It employs 
more than 4,800 people worldwide, about 60 percent of whom work in Germany. 
 
 

  
Find out more about the Hansgrohe Group and its 
brands AXOR and hansgrohe on:  
www.facebook.com/axor.design 
www.facebook.com/hansgrohe 
www.twitter.com/Hansgrohe_PR 

 

 

iF Design Leader in the Sanitation Industry 
In the current ranking of the International Forum 
Design (iF) of the best companies in the world for 
design, the Hansgrohe Group, with its brands 
AXOR and hansgrohe, ranks 6th among 2,000 
listed companies. The 1040 points earned by the 
Schiltach-based fixtures and shower specialist 
outperform famous brands such as Audi, BMW or 
Apple and reconfirm the company’s leading 
position in the sanitation industry. 
www.hansgrohe.com/design 

 

Further Information: Hansgrohe SE 
- Public Relations - 
Dr. Joerg Hass 
P +49 78 36 51 3009  
F +49 78 36 51 1170 
E-Mail: public.relations@hansgrohe.com 
www.hansgrohe-group.com 
www.axor-design.com 
www.hansgrohe-int.com 
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Images Overview 
 
Hansgrohe SE: ground-breaking of new plastics electroplating facility,  
Offenburg, 16 October 2017 
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Cornerstone is laid (from left to right): Thorsten Klapproth, Chairman of the Executive Board of 
Hansgrohe SE, Baerbel Schaefer, District President of the administrative region of Freiburg, 
Frank Semling, Reinhard Mayer and Frank Schnatz (all members of the Executive Board of 
Hansgrohe SE), and Edith Schreiner, Mayor of Offenburg. The building which will house the new 
Hansgrohe plastics electroplating facility at its Offenburg site is being constructed on an area of 
10.000 square metres within the company’s existing premises (above right: green lawn in the 
middle). Other plots are reserved for additional investment in future technologies. 
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Hansgrohe SE continues to expand and is again investing in its Offenburg site. The globally 
active mixer and shower manufacturer is now investing roughly EUR 30 million in a new 
electroplating facility on its existing plant grounds in Offenburg-Elgersweier (above right: project 
drawing, north elevation).  
 
Copyright: We must draw your attention to the fact that we have only limited usage rights for the images provided; extended image 
rights, however, belong to the respective photographers. The images with a Hansgrohe SE copyright may therefore only be 
published free of charge if they clearly and expressly serve to portray or advertise the performances, products or projects of 
Hansgrohe SE and/or its brands (AXOR, hansgrohe). All other images shall only be used in connection with the corresponding 
press release. Any other form of publication requires the approval of the respective copyright owner and remuneration must be 
made in agreement with said copyright owner 
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